World Languages, Literatures and Cultures

Senior Seminar 

Spring 2007





(MODIFIED FOR ASIAN STUDIES)

Faculty: Arbulu, Douglass, Métraux, Walker

Daniel A. Metraux:  301 Carpenter Academic.  Tel: 540-887-7063.  


Email: dmetraux@mbc.edu

Departmental class meetings: Monday 5-8 p.m.

Course goals: The seminar is designed to bring together majors in the disciplines as they work on their culminating project in their major field.  By working together as they prepare their theses, students will benefit from the points of view, experience, and research of others.  More specifically, the seminar will insure that students satisfactorily address each of the key areas of a major research project: specific definition of the topic, adequate research and preparation of a formal bibliography, a coherently and elegantly written argument, and a clear presentation of the thesis to a relatively general audience.  The seminar will focus on the process necessary to produce a solid research project.

In addition, the seminar fulfills the college’s general education requirement in oral competency.

Thesis requirements: These vary by discipline.  Faculty in Anthropology, Asian Studies, French, and Spanish will each define for their students the expected length of the thesis, number and type of required sources, language to be used in each step of the process, evaluation criteria, etc.  Typically theses in the department are approximately 20 pages long and require the consultation of both primary and secondary sources, some in a language other than English.

Students will make formal presentations to the seminar as follows:

1) Presentation of thesis statement and overview of project – January 29

2) Presentation of annotated bibliography – February 12

3) Defense of the thesis in English to the seminar as a whole.   – April 2 and 9

Attached to this syllabus are guidelines for form, content, and evaluation of each of these oral presentations.

Two other required elements of the senior thesis project, the outline and the first draft, will be submitted and discussed within the individual disciplines.  Further details will be provided in discipline meetings.
Evaluation: The final grade for WLLC 400 will depend on a concerted effort in ALL stages of the thesis project – definition, research, outline, writing, revising, defense.  All oral and written work must be completed on time to pass the course.  Students majoring in French and/or Spanish will do an additional defense in the foreign language, presenting their research to members of the discipline including faculty, other upper-level students, and any guests invited by the student.
During the defense, students will make a brief presentation on the work and then answer questions from the audience.

Twenty per cent (20%) of the final grade will be based upon oral components including class participation, ability to conduct and/or generate discussion, and the 3 oral presentations.  Some class time will be devoted to student comments and questions, so come prepared.

The quality of the final written form of the thesis is only one element of the evaluation.

Schedule and deadlines: As indicated below, the entire seminar will meet regularly to allow for departmental-wide presentation and discussion of each student’s work.  In addition, students and faculty in the same discipline (Anthropology, Asian Studies, French, Spanish) will meet regularly to work through each stage of the research project.  Discipline groups may decide to make some changes to the schedule or content of discipline meetings as described below. 

Deadlines for submitting written work so that it may be distributed to all members of the seminar prior to formal oral presentations are absolute!  Do not come into class the afternoon of your presentation with a revised form of your document to distribute to everyone, and do not base a presentation on some form of the document that no-one else has had a chance to see. There is no time to read and prepare questions on such 11th hour submissions, and they will be neither accepted nor read.  If necessary, you can end your presentation by discussing its evolution since you submitted the written work.

Preparation: Any written work of two or more pages must include page numbers.

Faculty will receive copies of the full final draft, but students should prepare a one page summary for distribution to their peers.  (French and Spanish students should write this summary in English.)

Procedure for sharing written work: As noted below, written work must be submitted for photocopying by noon on Thursday before oral presentations in seminar on Monday. Any student who cannot get her written work in by noon Thursday is responsible for making her own photocopies and distributing them to faculty and students by noon on that Friday.
SCHEDULE

January 8th – full departmental meeting

Introductions, procedures, syllabus.  Preliminary statement of thesis ideas.
Asian Studies students must bring full paragraph well developed thesis statement plus bibliography of five works associated with your project.  To be read in class and submitted to Dr. Metraux immediately after class.  This counts up to 5% of your grade, so please do not forget to submit this work on time.

January 15th – discipline meeting
Defining the thesis statement and the project itself.

January 22nd – discipline meeting
Continued refining of thesis and approach.  Beginning to look for source materials.
By Thursday, January 25th at noon: Student assistant should have received all paragraph descriptions of topic – including thesis statement and working title.

By Friday, January 26th at noon: Student assistant will have distributed copies of descriptions to all faculty and left student copies for pick-up [where???]
January 29th – full departmental meeting

Oral presentation #1: Thesis statement and overview of project
February 5th – discipline meeting
Reports on research to date.

By Thursday, February 8th at noon: Student assistant should have received all copies of annotated bibliographies.
By Friday, February 9th at noon: Student assistant will have distributed copies of descriptions to all faculty and left student copies for pick-up.

February 12th – full departmental meeting

Oral presentation #2: Annotated bibliography
February 19th – discipline meeting
Organizing research findings, outlining an argument
February 26th – SPRING BREAK

March 5th – discipline meeting
Draft of first section
March 12th – discipline meeting
First draft
March 19th – discipline meeting
Revising:  Metraux probably in Asia
March 26th – discipline meeting
Revising: Metraux probably in Asia.
By Thursday, March 29th   or 4/5 at noon: Student assistant should have received all copies of final thesis drafts.

By Friday, March 30th  or 4/6 at noon: Student assistant will have distributed copies of theses to faculty and left student copies for pick-up.
April 2nd : TBA
April 9th-11th– full departmental meetings
Oral presentation #3: defense (first-second half of students)
PRESENTATION GUIDELINES
FORM:

For all formal oral presentations please keep the following points in mind:

· Speaking clearly, loudly, and at a pace that allows comprehension.

· Make eye contact with your audience.

· Don’t read verbatim.  Know your material, make notes, and work from that.

· Use appropriate vocabulary, grammar, and syntax.  Don’t be too colloquial.
· Watch your time.  Don’t shortchange yourself or go on for longer than recommended.

· Avoid vocal fillers and unnecessary sounds, words, and expressions.

· Avoid too much gesticulation and distracting movements.

· Think about the non-oral elements of your self-presentation.  This is a required formal element of the capstone experience of your major.  What image do you want to project?

CONTENT:

Presentation #1: Thesis statement and overview

8-10 minutes plus questions

Obviously, you should begin with a clear statement of your thesis.  What is the original point that you are going to make in your paper?  Don’t simply read the paragraph you distributed; your audience will already have read it.  Rearticulate it.  This is your chance to really sell your big idea!
In order to support your thesis statement, what information will you have to present and how?  Here you can give a brief summary of some of the relevant historical, political, literary, economic, cultural, etc. background.  Discuss, too, how you will use this information to make your case.
FOR EXAMPLE: [Is this section  too much?  Maybe it’s not helpful].
In the best cases, a well-written thesis statement will serve as a guide to the whole project.  For example, consider the following (hypothetical) thesis statement:

Senegal’s state theater is in a unique position to bring together artistic and activist forces in the country to effect political change, but it suffers from the country’s post-colonial legacy and is not as effective an agent of ideological influence as it would like to be.

To support this contention requires:

· A definition of the Senegalese state theater and its current situation

· A discussion of what’s going on politically in the country

· A discussion of what the goals of certain factions are

· An explanation of Senegal’s “postcolonial legacy”

· Specific examples from the theater’s practice to flesh out these contentions

· A conclusion that doesn’t simply restate this thesis statement but looks beyond it to what the theater can do right now, for example, or to what has to happen to allow it to achieve its goals.
Presentation #2: Annotated Bibliography
8-10 minutes plus questions
Naturally you won’t simply read your bibliographic entries.  Instead, describe for your audience what types of sources you’re using and why: which ones are primary? Secondary?  Are they mostly books? Journals?  How good to you think they are?  Which are peer-reviewed scholarly pieces?  Which are probably intended for a general, popular audience?  How easy or difficult was it to find good sources?  Are there still things you know you’re missing?

Presentation #3: Defense of the thesis

15-20 minutes plus questions
Begin with your thesis statement.  Walk your audience clearly but succinctly through the key points of your argument and the evidence that supports them.  Build convincingly to your conclusion.
Answer questions with knowledge and poise.  You own this material and you’ve done the work!

EVALUATION

Each member of the faculty will have a form on which s/he will evaluate your presentation based on form and content as described above.  The best oral presentations will take into account all of the guidelines above for good form and will also address all the area mentioned in the relevant content section.
