
COURSE SYLLABUS  FOR 2007 -2009 ACADEMIC YEARS



THE CHINESE CENTURY

AS 106

Instructor:  Daniel A. Metraux
Dept. of Asian Studies 
Mary Baldwin College
Staunton, VA 24401

Tel:    Office: 540-887-7063
Home:   540-290-3680
E-mail: metraux@yahoo.com or dmetraux@mbc.com


CORE AREAS: International, Social Science and Writing Emphasis


COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A comprehensive overview of  contemporary China with an emphasis on China’s economic growth and the many problems that have accompanied this growth .  We will also examine various social and political problems facing China.

REQUIREMENTS:   This course is centered around two lengthy and comprehensive books:  Daniel Metraux and Jim Yoxall, China Today and James Kynge, China Shakes the World.    Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby gives a vibrant view of a young modern Chinese woman’s life in Shanghai today.  By reading these books the student will get a comprehensive view of the rise of modern China .  

There are no due dates for essays per se.  It is strongly suggested that the student submit each essay at intervals of 10-14 days throughout the semester.   The instructor must receive at least 50% of the required work by the exact end of the second month of the semester or face automatic failure in the course.  All work must be received by the last date of the semester and any missing work after that date will be considered a failure.

Since this is a writing emphasis course, essays with grades of B- or lower must be rewritten with the instructor’s guidance.  Students with grades of B or better may do rewrites if they wish.  Each essay should be 2-3 pages in length.

The instructor strongly prefers all work and other communication to be conducted by Email (phone calls are also welcome.]

Students must observe all aspects of the MBC Honor Code.

READING:  Read all of the books listed below and then respond to the questions below based on your reading.

James Kynge, China Shakes the World:  :  A Titan’s Breakneck Rise and Troubled Future and the Challenge for America

Daniel A. Metraux and Jim Yoxall  (in press), China Today  (In Press; Contact Daniel Metraux for a copy)

Wei Hui’s Shanghai Baby 
ESSAY QUESTIONS.  You must answer all of the following questions in separate essays 2-3 pages each.

1.  When Mao Zedong and his Chinese Communist Party (CCP) created the People’s Republic of China in 1949, they tried to establish a socialist utopia.  What kind of society did the CCP try to establish?  How successful were they?

2.  Deng Xiaoping led a second revolution to strengthen and enrich China after Mao’s death in 1976.  What were the goals of this revolution and how did this revolution transform China in the 1980s and 1990s?

3.   China political and economic environment is often called “Market Leninism”  Explain.

4.  What is the role of the Communist Party in China today and to what degree do Chinese enjoy basic human rights including freedom of  religion.  How much freedom do citizens of Tibet and Hong Kong enjoy?

5.  What are the basic foreign policy goals of China today?

6.  What are the major social problems facing China today.  Focus on questions of poverty, the growing gap between rich and poor, migrant workers, status of women, and the one-child policy.

7.  Looking at Wei Hui’s book, Shanghai Baby, what are the goals, freedoms and degree of choice in the heroine’s life?

