American Red Cross Clubs bring 

Service Learning and the Seven Fundamental

 Principles Of the Red Cross to your school!
What is Service Learning?

Service learning is a method under which students learn and develop through active participation in thoughtfully organized service that is conducted in and meets the needs of a community and helps foster civic responsibility.  

What will Service Learning bring to my school?

Service learning:

· Helps young people develop stronger ties to their schools, communities and societies.

· Creates positive school environments and more community support for schools.

· Helps students improve higher-order thinking skills.

· Fosters the development of important personal and social skills for young people.

· Leads to student engagement and incorporates research on effective instruction.

· Allows a student to reflect on the impact that he/she has made by seeing the changes he/she has created.

· Promotes exploration of various career pathways.

What are the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross?

The Red Cross follows seven fundamental principles: Humanity, Impartiality, Neutrality, Independence, Voluntary Service, Unity and Universality.

What can these principles bring to my school?

Each of the seven principles of the Red Cross brings its own benefits to your school:

· Humanity: Students develop an understanding of those who may be different from them.

· Impartiality: Students learn to provide for all who are in need.

· Neutrality: Students learn to provide for those in need regardless of their circumstances.

· Independence: Students develop a strong sense of self by helping others.

· Voluntary Service: Students learn that service is not motivated by a desire for gain, but the desire to help others.

· Unity: Students learn that hard work and service to the community brings unity to the student body, school and community at large.

· Universality: Students learn that they are a part of an organization that is worldwide.  There are groups of students all over the world dedicating their time and energy in the same way as their club.

Starting your Red Cross Club

· Think about what you want.  What size club do you want to work with?  What grade levels will you involve with your club?  Do you have parent or other adult volunteers available to help with large groups or projects?  How often do you want your club to meet?  Will you have an attendance policy?  If so, what will it be?  Will you have an academic requirement?  If so, what will it be?  What is your overall goal for the year?

· Think about your school.  What organizations or clubs are already in place in your school?  Will you be able to work together with any of these other groups for large projects?  What resources will the school have available for the club?  Will you want student officials in the club?  If so, will you have just the president and vice president, or will you have a secretary and treasurer as well?

· Think about your community.   Does the community that your school is located in have any specific needs that your club can help with?  Check with your local Red Cross for information on any needs your community may have that you are not aware of.

· Recruit club members.  Make posters to advertise the club and what kind of students you are looking for.  Talk to other teachers in your school.  Does your school have a club fair at the beginning of the year?  Will they allow you to come into the classrooms and talk to the students about the club?  If not, will they make an announcement about the club opportunity for you?  Do you have access to morning or afternoon announcements, school television station or school newspaper?  Let the whole school know what an exciting opportunity this is for the students.

· Plan your first meeting.  What will be your first activity?  How will you keep the students wanting to come back?  Will you have the entire year planned out yourself or will you allow for student input?  Will you have club rules already written or will you allow students to help draft club rules?  Do you have all permission forms that your school needs for students to belong to a club?

· Kick off the club and enjoy the year!  
Sample Club Rules and Goals

Club Rules:

1. Treat everyone involved with the club with respect.

2. Do the best work we can.

3. Listen to all ideas with an open mind.

4. Follow the Seven Principles of the Red Cross.

5. Each member will attend at least 75% of the meetings scheduled.

Club Goals:

1. Collect at least $1,000.00 to become Hometown Heroes.

2. Fundraise as much and as often as needed to gain materials needed for our projects.

3. Each member of the club will help at least twenty people during the year. 

4. Learn how important it is to help people in need in our community.

I, ______________________ understand and agree to the rules and goals stated above.  I will follow these rules and work as hard as I can to help the club accomplish the goals.

Signed_________________________   Date___________

Sample Red Cross Club Calendar

September

First meeting:

· Kick off the meeting with a fun “Getting to know you” activity.  Some are provided in the handbook.

· Seven principles of the Red Cross activity.

· Establish rules and goals of the club.

· Have students brainstorm a list of what they would like to do in the coming year.  Keep this list and check off all accomplished tasks.

· Hand out any necessary forms for students to fill out and return.

· Ask students to think about what their community needs before the next meeting.

Second meeting:

· Collect forms for all students.

· Discuss community needs.

· What are we part of? activity.

· Use interesting information to create a historical display for the Red Cross Club Bulletin Board.

· Explain Penny War fundraiser to the club.

· Start creating and hanging posters for Penny War.

· Decorate and set up Penny War jars.

· Announce to the school that the Penny War is on!

October

First meeting:

· Bring in Red Cross volunteer to introduce Together We Prepare ™.

· Brainstorm a list of activities and/or fundraisers the club could do to fit in with the five steps in the program.

· Discuss Battery Brigade activity.

· Create and display posters and donation boxes for Battery Brigade.

Second Meeting:

· Decide on which activities the club will do for the Together We Prepare ™ program.  Try for one activity per step.

· Catalog batteries collected for the Battery Brigade.

· Begin creating letters and/or cards for the Battery Brigade.

· Hand out “Your Family Disaster Plan” pamphlet to the club members to take home.

November

First meeting:

· Count Penny War jars.

· Display current standings in the Penny War and update the Red Cross Club Bulletin Board.

· Finish letters and/or cards for the Battery Brigade.

· Attach batteries to the letters/cards.

· Distribute batteries and cards to classrooms to be sent home.

· Discuss the disaster pamphlet and activities.

· Find out if your school has disaster kits.

Second meeting:

· Examine and count school disaster kits.

· Ask local businesses for donations to create additional kits.

· Create and hang posters to mark where the disaster kit is and what it should contain.

· Create checklists for kits.

· Choose a group to write to for the Letter Writing Campaign.

· Begin writing letters for Letter Writing Campaign.

December

First meeting:

· Count Penny War jars.

· Display current standings in the Penny War and update the Red Cross Club Bulletin Board.

· Finish writing and send letters for the Letter Writing Campaign.

· Create a skit, song or presentation about the importance of the Together We Prepare ™ program.

· Collect donations for disaster kits.

· Begin assembling disaster kits.

Second meeting:

· Finish assembling disaster kits.

· Create or copy disaster plan survey. One is included in this handbook.

· Read and reply to any responses from the Letter Writing Campaign.

· Distribute disaster kits.

· Present skit, song or presentation to the school.

· Hand out “Your Family Disaster Plan” pamphlet to school.

January

First meeting:

· Count Penny War jars.

· Display current standings in the Penny War and update the Red Cross Club Bulletin Board.

· Hand out disaster plan survey.

· Bring in Red Cross volunteer to talk about the needs of the community.

· Discuss Donations from the Heart fundraiser.

· Draft a letter to local businesses asking permission to place Donations from the Heart jars in their storefronts.

· Have students collect jars and large cans to bring to next meeting.

Second meeting:

· Collect and read disaster plan survey.  Chart results on bulletin board.

· Discuss Red Cross Safety Grams fundraiser.

· Decorate Donations from the Heart jars.

· Create posters for Donations from the Heart fundraiser.  Don’t forget to add local community statistics to the posters.

· Place jars and hang posters in the community.

· Purchase supplies for Red Cross Safety Grams.

February

First meeting:

· Count Penny War jars.

· Display current standings in the Penny War and update the Red Cross Club Bulletin Board.

· Create and hang posters for Red Cross Safety Grams.

· Cut out crosses from red paper to use as notes for the safety grams.

· Assemble safety grams.

· Plan fundraisers for March…Red Cross month!

Second meeting:

· Sell Red Cross Safety Grams.

· Bring in Red Cross volunteer to teach Basic Aid Training (BAT.)

· Create and hang BAT posters for cafeteria, gymnasium, entrances of the school, playground, etc.

· Create “Thank you” notes for businesses that allowed the club to place donation jars in their stores.

· Collect used books from family, friends, local library, thrift stores, etc.

March (Red Cross Month!)

First meeting:

· Begin creating letters, posters, pamphlets and/or cards about the Together We Prepare ™ five steps to hand out during the last week of school.

· Plan Red Cross club used book/bake sale and Chores for Charity week.

· Create and hang posters for book/bake sale and Chores for Charity week.

· Hold book/bake sale during lunches through March.

Second meeting:

· Chores for Charity week.  Students hold a carwash, lemonade stand, baby sit, cut lawns, etc. and donate their pay to the club.

· Assist high school club with their blood drive.

· Create and send letters to faculty and staff of the school for volunteers for the Kiss a Pig fundraiser.

· Count Penny War jars.

· Display final standings in the Penny War and update the Red Cross Club Bulletin Board.

April

First meeting:

· Discuss Kiss a Pig fundraiser and reveal who volunteered to kiss the pig.

· Create and hang posters for Kiss a Pig.

· Decorate and display voting jars for Kiss a Pig.

· Discuss Recruiting Day.

· Collect and count Donations from the Heart jars.

Second meeting:

· Recruiting Day.

· Finish the Together We Prepare ™ five steps handouts.

· Decide how many families the club can buy for with the donations.

· Shop for supplies.

· Contact local Red Cross to set up a donation meeting.

May

First meeting:

· Plan end of the year party.

· Invite members from the local Red Cross to pick up the donations purchased with Donations from the Heart money.

· Collect and count voting jars for Kiss a Pig.

· Create and hang posters to announce when the Kiss a Pig will be held and who will be kissing the pig.

Second meeting:

· Hold Kiss a Pig. 

· Reward winners of the Penny War.

· Distribute materials on Together We Prepare ™ five steps.

· Total donations remaining from Kiss a Pig, Penny War and any other fundraisers held over the year.

· Finish planning end of the year party.

· Invite members of your local Red Cross to the end of the year party.

June

End of year party!!!!  (Don’t forget to invite the media!!)

· Present donation check to your local Red Cross.  
· Take plenty of pictures for next year’s bulletin board and the media.
Getting to know you activities/Icebreakers

Friendly circle:  Students break up in two equal groups and form two circles, one inside the other with the students facing one another.  Students introduce themselves and tell a little about themselves in a thirty second period.  Every thirty seconds the outside circle moves to the right so that everyone has a new partner to talk to.  Repeat until the circle has gone all the way around.

What about you quiz:  Hand out paper and a pen.  Ask students to write down answers to questions like; “What is your favorite ice cream?” and “What is your favorite sport?”  After the quiz, students move around the room to see how many different answers they can find.

A little about me:  (Quick.) Ask each student to stand and tell their name, age and something interesting about themselves.  This is a tried and true getting to know you activity.

A lot about us: (For smaller groups.) The first student states their name and something about themselves.  The second student states their name and something about themselves, then repeat the first student’s name and what they said about themselves.  The third student adds their information and repeats the second and first student, etc.

Balloon Game: Have everyone put one piece of information about themselves in a balloon, then blow up the balloon and throw the balloon in the middle of the circle of participants. Then one by one, pop the balloons and guess to whom that piece of information belongs.

Mystery objects:  Collect film containers and fill them with different materials.  Create a set of two for each material.  Number the containers and keep a list of the pairs (don’t number them in sequential order!)  Hand out containers in random order and let students move around the room trying to find their match.  Can’t find enough film containers for your group?  Use plastic eggs that come apart or hand out cards with animal names on them.  All at once, the students begin to make the sounds of their animal and try to find their partner.

Letter Game:  Hand out a letter of the alphabet to each member.  They must come up with a male name, a female name, a city and a food for their letter.  For example, “My name is Stephanie, my husband’s name is Sean and we grow spinach in Syracuse.”

Silent Jigsaw Puzzle:  Hand out a piece of a jigsaw puzzle to each member.  They may not talk, point or touch anyone else’s piece while putting the puzzle together.

Two True, One False:  Each member of the group stands up and says three things about themselves, one of which is false.  The rest of the group then must guess what the false statement was.

What/Who am I?:  Come up with a list of famous people and/or places.  Tape one to the back of each member.  They must ask yes or no questions to other members to figure out who or what they are.

Memory Game:  Choose a category and collect a group of things related to that category together and put them on a tray.  For example, things found in a first aid kit.  Place the tray in full view for a given amount of time and then take the tray away.  Ask the members to write down as many things as they can remember on the tray.  The most correct wins.

Silent Lineup:  Hand out blank cards or paper for members to write on.  Choose a category such as first names, birth dates or last names.  Each member writes down their name or birthday on the card for everyone else to see.  The group then lines up in order without speaking.

Marooned:  Break club up into groups.  Each group must come up with a list of five to ten (depending on the group size) things that they would want with them if they were marooned on a deserted island.  Members must agree on the list and then present to the whole group what they decided on and why.
Getting to know you Bingo:  Hand out bingo card to students.  Students get up and find another club member that fits the description on their bingo card boxes.  The person who fits the description must sign or initial the box.  First student done wins.  Bingo sheet enclosed.

Getting to know you Bingo

Find someone who:

	Loves baseball
	Has brown eyes
	Loves to sing
	Plays an instrument
	Can cross their eyes

	Has a pet dog
	Writes stories or poetry
	Has a brother
	Loves auto racing
	Has black hair

	Can      do

the splits
	Likes 

spinach
	Can whistle
	Has a pet cat
	Plays a sport

	Loves to read
	Goes to camp
	Loves to go fishing
	Has done volunteer work
	Loves to cook

	Has pet fish
	Has blonde hair
	Has lived out of state
	Has blue eyes
	Loves football


A few things about the activity plans:

Why are the activity plans written the way they are?


The activity plans are written in the same way a traditional lesson plan would read.  This makes it easier for teachers to read and follow.  Why reinvent the wheel if it still works?  The purpose of this handbook is to make being the advisor for this club as simple as possible so that you may enjoy yourself as well as lead a successful club.  

Why include the NYS Standards in the activity plans?

Many teachers, new and experienced, have difficulties reading and using the NYS Standards.  By placing the standards in an already prepared activity plan, the teacher and/or volunteer can see the standards in use.

In addition, the NYS Standards show that the club isn’t just for fun.  The club members are learning as well as helping others.

Some standards apply to all of the activities that will be used in the club.  English Language Arts (ELA) standard 1: Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding and ELA standard 4: Students will read, write, listen and speak for social interaction will apply to all club activities.  Therefore, these standards will not be included on each individual activity plan.

Do I have to follow the activity plans to the letter?


Adjust the plans to suit your club.  If an activity is too long, shorten it.  If an activity doesn’t have enough to keep the entire club busy, add to it.  These plans are simply a guide to get your creative mind working.  Just as the sample calendar included in the handbook, you must do what is right for your club, school and community.  

Activity Plans:

Seven Principles of the Red Cross

What Are We Part Of?

Red Cross Club Bulletin Board

Penny War!

Together We Prepare ™

Battery Brigade

Letter Writing Campaign

Donations From the Heart

Red Cross Safety Grams

Kiss a Pig!

Recruiting Day
Seven Principles of the Red Cross

Objective:  Students will gain a better understanding of the American Red Cross by learning about the Seven Principles of the Red Cross; humanity, impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity and universality.

Materials:  Seven large sheets of paper, markers, tape, dictionaries.

NYS Standards:  ELA, standard 3.

Time frame:  30-45 min.

Procedure:

1. Hang up the seven principles of the Red Cross, one per sheet, on large sheets of paper.  

2. As a large group go over the word “humanity” together.  Allow students to look the word up in the dictionary, thesaurus or talk amongst themselves to come up with a definition and a few other words that could go along with it.

3. Write all useful information down on the sheet titled “humanity”.

4. Break the group up into six small groups.

5. Give each group their own principle of the Red Cross to work on.

6. Have students write the definition to their word and any examples or synonyms they come up with.

7. Walk around and assist each group.  These are difficult words for some adults to define.

8. After ten to fifteen minutes, gather all the groups back together.

9. Have each group stand up and define each word and any other information they came up with.

10. Hang the seven principles up every time you meet to remind the students why they are working hard for the club.

Options:  

· To save time you can have the definitions already written with the words and simply have the students give examples of each.

· Do a word match with the definitions.  List the words and definitions on opposite sides of the board, list the definitions in a different order and let the students match them together.

· If there is not enough space in your meeting area, put all the information on one sheet and make copies for all the club members or make an overhead and turn it on during meetings.

· For much younger groups who do not have the skills to use a dictionary, supply the definitions, example and synonyms for them and simply let them talk about the words together.

· To take the idea one step further, have each group write and act out a skit for their word.  Perform this skit for others whenever possible to spread the idea of the seven principles of the Red Cross around the school and community.

What Are We Part Of?

Objective:  Club members will find out what the Red Cross is, what it does, how it started and why it is important to our community, nation and our world.

Materials:  Access to computers, encyclopedias, library, pen/pencils and paper.

NYS Standards:  Social Studies, standards 1&2.

Time frame:  30-40 minutes.

Procedure:

1. Ask the club what they know about the Red Cross.  Write their information down on the board or on a large sheet of paper.

2. Ask the students what they would like to know about the club.  Write their questions down on the board.  If they are having troubles coming up with questions, start them off with one or two of your own.  “Who founded the Red Cross?”  “Why did they start the Red Cross?”  “How many people are involved with the Red Cross?”

3. After brainstorming up to twenty questions, have each student write down three to five questions.

4. Send the students on a fact-finding mission.  Find answers to two to three of their questions that they wrote down.

5. After about ten to fifteen minutes, come back together as a group and share what you have found.  

6. Check off the questions you have answers to.

7. Look into the questions that the students couldn’t find answers to.  Bring them the answers for the next meeting.

8. Create posters for the club using some of the information found by the students in the club.

Options:

· To save on time, come prepared with What are we part of? Worksheets (included in packet.)  Read the questions as a group.  Add any questions that the students feel are important to them and have been left out.  Let students choose three to five questions on the list to discover the answers.

· Spread this activity out over two or three meetings.  Create a list of twenty questions and post it on the bulletin board.  Have a competition to see who can find an answer all twenty questions first.  Give a prize to each of the students who come up with all twenty answers correct.

· Educate your school too.  Post one question per week on your club bulletin board.  Allow students to submit their answers and draw from the correct answers for prizes.

What are we part of?

1. When was the International Red Cross started?

2. Who started the International Red Cross?

3. Where was the International Red Cross started?

4. What well known Americans have been involved with the Red Cross?

5. What did the International Red Cross do when it first started?

6. What does the International Red Cross do now?

7. How many people does the American Red Cross help a year?

8. How many countries did the International Red Cross help last year?

9. How many volunteers does the American Red Cross have?

10. Who came up with the Seven Fundamental Principles of the International Red Cross?

11. Why is the symbol a cross?

12. Why is the cross red?

13. How many American Red Cross clubs are in my state/county or country?

14. When was the American Red Cross started?

15. Who started the American Red Cross?

16. When did the youth volunteers start in the American Red Cross?

17. What is the American Red Cross’s website?

18. Does my local Red Cross have a website?  If so, what is it?

Red Cross Club Bulletin Board

Objective:  Keep the school updated on the club’s progress and allow club members to show off what they have been doing.

Materials:  Bulletin board, staples, paper, creative minds.

NYS Standards:  ELA, standards 2&3; MST, standard 5.

Time frame:  Two hours initial planning and set up.  Ten to twenty minutes upkeep each week.

Procedure:

1. At the first meeting discuss the history of the Red Cross.  (See “What Are We Part Of” activity.)

2. Create a bulleting board explaining the history of the Red Cross, the Seven Principles of the Red Cross and any additional club information.

3. Each meeting add information to the bulletin board describing what the members are doing.  Place information about any ongoing fundraisers or campaigns in the club.

4. Have club members write about their experiences in the club so that the whole school can see how productive and fun the club is.

5. Add any press that your club receives.  Did the local newspaper come to cover a fundraiser?  Put it on the board!

6. Maintain the board each week.  Keep it interesting and make others want to see what will come next.

Options:

· At the beginning of the year, set a fundraising goal.  Keep the school updated on how close you are to achieving your goal by a chart on the bulletin board.  Use a cross to represent your goal and color it red according to how far you have made it to your goal.  Once the cross is totally red, you have accomplished your goal!

· Allow participants of club activities to add their experiences to the board.

· Post information for the taking on your board.  Obtain pamphlets for your current topic from your local Red Cross and leave them on your board for other’s to take.

Penny War!

Objective:  Fundraise for the Red Cross and create a friendly competition between grades, classes or groups in your school.  

Rules:  Try to get as many pennies in your team’s jar and put as much silver coin in your competitor’s jars.  At the end of the war, subtract the silver total from the penny total for each group.  The group with the highest penny total wins the war!

Materials:  One large jar per group, crayons, markers, colored paper, glue.  Prizes for the winning group, ex. Pizza party, get out of homework free coupons, pens or pencils, ice cream coupons for the cafeteria, etc.

NYS Standards:  Math, Science and Technology (MST), standard 1.

Time frame:  This fundraiser can be held for any period if time.

Procedure:  

1. Decide what groups will compete.  Will the grades be competing against one another, girls vs. boys, each individual class or teachers vs. students?

2. Decide how long the war will last.  Will you repeat the war if it is only for a week?  Will you hold the war each time there is a special event at the school, such as a dance or assembly?  Will the war be a year round project?

3. Select a few members from each group to decorate the jar for the group.

4. Have the remaining students in the club create flyers and/or posters to advertise and explain the war.

5. Place jars in a central area of the school; cafeteria, main office or library, wherever there is a regular flow of student traffic.

6. Inform the student body involved with the war of the rules.  Hang posters, pass out flyers and/or make an announcement to the school that the war is on!

7.  Make announcements occasionally as to the levels of the jars.  Spur the competition on.

8. At the end of the predetermined time, get club together and form teams for sorting, counting silver, counting pennies and rolling the change.  If extra help is needed, recruit a few people from the different groups. 

9. Announce the winner.

10. Award the prizes to the winning team, group or grade.  Invite the press to the announcement and/or award ceremony.  Brag about how much money your entire school raised together.

11. Deliver the donations to the Red Cross.

Options:

· Create a year-round war and incorporate math!  Count the jars every marking period and let the students chart their progress.  Display the graph or chart for the whole school to see how their group is doing.

· Link the penny war to Kiss a Pig.  Give the winning team tokens for free votes in the Kiss a Pig fundraiser.

Together We Prepare ™

Objective:  Students learn and participate in the five steps of the Together We Prepare ™ program with help from the local Red Cross.

Materials:  Together We Prepare ™ training, pamphlets from Red Cross, 

NYS Standards: ELA, standard 3; Health, PE and Home Economics, standard 2; Social Studies, standard 4; MST, standard 4.

Time frame:  Two to six months.

Procedure:

1. Create a list of disasters that may take place in your community.

2. Bring a Red Cross volunteer in to teach Together We Prepare ™ program to club.

3. Take a close look at the steps in the program; make a plan, build a kit, get trained, volunteer and give blood.

4. Brainstorm ideas on how the club can fulfill all five steps.  For example, each student creates a plan for their own home, the club creates and distributes disaster preparedness kits, the club participates ins first aid training, each student volunteers at least twenty hours per year and the club helps hand out juice and cookies at a local blood drive.

5. Select one or two ideas per step to accomplish during the year.

6. Send each club member home with a copy of the “Your Family Disaster Plan” pamphlet.  

7. Have each member complete the pamphlet in their own home.

8. Discuss how easy or difficult it was to set up a plan in the home.  What pointers could you give other students wanting to do the same in their homes?

9. Ask about disaster preparedness kits in your school. 

10. If they exist, find out how many there are and what they contain.  If there are none, find out what should go in a school disaster kit.

11. Fundraise for, and/or get donations of supplies for the disaster kits in your school.

12. Once enough supplies have been accumulated, put kits together.

13. Create checklists and posters to hang with the kits.

14. Distribute kits to each classroom in your school.

15. Educate the student body about the importance of these kits.  Point out where they are located in each classroom and what they contain.

16. Bring in Red Cross volunteer to train students in Basic Aid Training (BAT.)

17. Students decide on their own which type of volunteerism they would like to take part in.  Bring in several volunteers from the Red Cross to help them decide.

18. Students in the middle school are not old enough to donate blood themselves, but they can still assist at a blood drive.  Help create notices for the blood drive, make and hand out refreshments at the blood drive and bring a positive, welcoming atmosphere to the blood drive.

19. Once students have mastered the five steps, allow them to pass on their knowledge and experience to their classmates.  Peer education, club created handbooks or pamphlets and artwork pertaining to the five steps are just a few examples of students sharing important knowledge with their peers.

Options:

· Assist high school or local college club in their blood drive.

· Allow students to create a play, skit or song about the five steps of being prepared.

· Create a competition between classrooms.  Have each class gather the materials for a disaster kit.  Give prizes to the first classes to have their kit done.

· Think beyond the school.  Hand out “Your Family Disaster Plan” pamphlets to each student in the school before a long weekend so that each family may have time to participate. 

·  After handing out the pamphlets to the whole school, develop a survey for the families to complete and return.  This way you can share good ideas and help avoid any difficulties in the future.

· If your school is supplied with enough fully stocked kits, consider creating kits for members of the community who do not have them.

· If you do not wish to make disaster kits, your club may make comfort kits and donate them to your local Red Cross instead.

· Get involved with other clubs.  Does your district have a club in the elementary and high school as well?  Make it the goal of all three clubs to have a disaster kit in every classroom and/or home in the community.

· After the BAT training, create and hang posters with information pertaining to the school in that area of the school.  For example, playground safety on doors going out to the playground.

· Get together with the Science club to further study natural disasters to better understand how to better prepare for them.

· Check out http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/ttl.pdf for natural disaster preparation information.  

Your Family Disaster Plan Survey

1. Did you read the pamphlet Your Family Disaster Plan?

2. Did you follow all 4 Steps to Safety?  If not, which ones didn’t you follow and why?

3. Did your family already have any of the emergency plans in effect before reading this pamphlet?  If so, what emergency plans did your family have set up?

4. Did you find anything in this pamphlet confusing?  If so, what was it?

5. Do you think that there is any information missing in this pamphlet?  If so, what would you like to know or add that isn’t there?

6. Finally, do you think your family is safer after reading this pamphlet?  Why or why not?

Battery Brigade!

Objective:  Educate the students and community on the importance of changing batteries in smoke detectors.  Put new batteries in smoke detectors of each home of each student.

Materials:  Posters, materials to decorate posters, materials to make and decorate cards, collection bin or box.

NYS Standards:  ELA, standard 3.

Time Frame:  One to two months.

Procedure:

1. Take a field trip to the fire station or have a firefighter visit the club.

2. Learn about the importance of correctly working smoke detectors.

3. Create posters educating students about fire safety and asking for students to bring in new, still in the package, 9-volt batteries.

4. Create a bin, box or basket for students to place their donated batteries.

5. Launch the battery brigade by putting on a skit during announcements or assembly and hanging posters in the school.

6. Create cards explaining the importance of fire safety and smoke detectors.

7. Attach donated batteries to the fire safety cards.

8. Send home cards and batteries to all students in the school.

9. Invite the press to do a story and take pictures of your club distributing the batteries.

Options:

· Instead of your students donating the batteries, ask a local organization or business to help with battery cost.

· Give fire safety lessons during the activity to classes in your school.

· Plan your Battery Brigade around the time that the clocks change.

· Collect batteries for a needy section of your community instead of your school.  Distribute the batteries and cards through the Red Cross.

· Survey the school after handing out the batteries.  Let students chart how many homes replaced the battery in their smoke detectors.

Letter Writing Campaign

Objective:  Club members hand write letters to individuals who need support.

Materials:  Paper, pens, stamps, envelopes, list of address for selected group.

NYS Standards: ELA, standard 2.

Time frame:  30 to 60 minutes per group.

Procedure:

1. Decide which group(s) you want write letters to.  Some possibilities are nursing homes, soldiers overseas, children in hospitals, disaster survivors, children in orphanages, etc.

2. Keep it manageable.  Limit each club member to between one to three letters per group so that they may keep up with any responses.

3. Discuss some basic things to write about.  Make a list of appropriate topics the students can write about.  Instruct students to keep letters cheery and uplifting.

4. Wait for a reply.  Students could develop a long-term pen pal out of this activity.

5. Contact local media and invite them to sit in on one of the club’s writing days.  Send the paper copies of letters written and received, with permission from the writers of course.

Options:

· Set up pen pals with another Red Cross club.  Share your ideas with another youth group.  You may be able to help one another.

· Write “Thank You” notes to hand out at blood drives to those who have donated.  Bring club to help with a blood drive and personally hand out their notes.

· Get together with your local elementary Red Cross club while they are creating cards for the same group.  Send a card and a letter to each individual.

· Set up five or ten minutes at each meeting to read response letters.

· Get together with another community organization that is sending care packages and send letters along with the care packages.

Donations From the Heart

Objective:  To learn about and assist Red Cross disaster relief operations in the community.

Materials:  Coffee cans, paper, crayons, markers, tape or glue.

NYS Standards:  MST, standard 1; ELA standard 3; Social Studies, standard 4.

Time frame:  One to two months.

Procedure:

1. Contact your American Red Cross for statistics on local community disaster relief.  If possible invite a Red Cross volunteer to come in and discuss disaster relief with the club members.  Ask what it costs to provide a family with blankets, comfort kits and other disaster relief.  Ask what the Red Cross spent to provide disaster relief in your community last year.  

2. Create and hang posters containing the information acquired from the Red Cross on disaster relief.  Include statistics for your own community including how much it costs to supply a single family with relief.

3. Decorate donation containers.

4. Collect money.  Try different approaches; go door-to-door, place cans in local businesses, choose a busy street and ask for donations, be creative!

5. Count money.

6. Figure out how many blankets, comfort kits or other types of disaster relief your club can now provide with your fundraiser.

7. Contact the local media and let them know about your achievements.  Don’t forget to mention what your donations will be able to provide for the community.

Options:

· Add a “Chores for Charity” fundraiser to the fun.  Members of the club baby sit, cut grass, wash cars, sell lemonade, etc. and donate their pay to the club’s disaster relief fund.

· Get creative with your fundraisers; hold a silent auction with donated items, a used book sale with donated books, a bake sale, service auction where club members donate their time, a walk-a-thon or bike-a-thon, create a fundraising cookbook, etc. 

Red Cross Safety Grams

Objective:  Promote personal safety and communication in your school.

Materials:  First aid items, Ziploc bags, Paper, materials for posters.

NYS Standards:  Health, PE and Home Economics, standards 1&2.

Time frame:  Two weeks to two months.

Procedure:

1. Collect first aid items through student donations, find a local business or organization to donate items or purchase items from past fundraiser(s).

2. Create and hang posters to advertise Safety Grams.

3. Decide on the cost of each Safety Gram.  Did your club have the items donated or did you have to purchase them?  Charge between $0.50 and $1 per Safety Gram depending on your cost.

4. Place a few first aid items in each Ziploc bag.

5. Cut up paper for notes to include in each Safety Gram.

6. Set up table or booth to sell Safety Grams.

7. Allow students to include a personal note in each of the Safety Grams if they choose.

8. Deliver the Safety Grams.

9. Invite the press to help deliver the Safety Grams and do a great story.

10. Depending on your profits, decide what to do with the money.  Donate it to the Red Cross or put it away for supplies for next year’s Safety Grams.

Options:

· Create Healthy Hands bags instead.  Purchase sample size antibacterial hand gel, small soaps, hand wipes, etc. to go in the bags.

· Hold a first aid assembly and make bags available for purchase at the assembly.

Kiss a Pig!

Objective:  Fundraise for the Red Cross while creating healthy competition and entertaining the school.

Rules:  Get adults in the school to volunteer to kiss the pig.  Students vote for the adult they most want to kiss the pig.  

Materials:  One jar or box per volunteer, crayons, markers, pictures of volunteers, glue and paper.  A live pig!  A spot to hold the pig kissing.

NYS Standards:  MST, standard 1.

Time frame:  Between two weeks to two months for voting and the pig kissing ceremony.

Procedure:

1. Seek out adult volunteers to run for the pig kiss.  Ask teachers, principals, cafeteria workers, janitors, aids, guidance counselors, school nurses and student teachers. 

2. Find a place to hold the actual pig kiss.

3. Decide how many of the volunteers will be allowed to kiss the pig.  Just the one with the most votes?  The top three, five maybe even ten depending on how many volunteers your school has.

4. Decide on voting method.  Will students have to buy ballots to vote?  How much will you charge per ballot, a penny, dime or quarter?  Will you use the change itself as a ballot?  Allow students to place their pennies in jars as their votes; they can see the levels of each volunteer through clear jars.  Make sure that there is someone around during busy times of the day to change nickels, dimes and quarters into pennies.

5. Create and display posters and flyers to advertise and explain the voting.

6. Decorate voting boxes or jars.

7. Set up the jars or ballot boxes in a central location in the school; cafeteria, library, main office, etc.

8. Run announcements during the voting to remind students to vote.

9. Collect the jars and get the club together to count votes.

10. Have a big announcement about who will kiss the pig and when.

11. Hold the actual pig kissing ceremony, involve the whole school and have fun!  Invite the press…pig kissing adults make a great story and photo.

12. Deliver the donations to the Red Cross, or, invite some of the Red Cross volunteers to join you at the pig kiss and give them the money there.

Options: 

· When using ballots as votes, offer ballots as rewards for special achievements through the competition.

· When using pennies as votes, announce penny levels in the jars every few days to spark interest and competition.

· Can’t find a pig?  Hold a fundraiser for the principal, teacher, etc. to cut, shave, or dye their hair.  Dunking booths, or cream pie throwing will bring in donations as well!!  Set your goals and keep a BIG chart so the students know how far they have left to go.

Recruiting Day

Objective:  Allow current club members to recruit their friends and peers.

Materials:  Posters, pictures of club events, anything club members want to prepare.

NYS Standards:  ELA standard 2.

Time frame:  Approximately 10-15 minutes per classroom.  30-45 minutes to prepare photo album.

Procedure:

1. Throughout the year keep track of activities, meetings and fundraisers with pictures.

2. Keep posters and flyers created for all events.

3. Close to the end of the year put together a photo album of club events for the year.  Include thank you notes, newspaper articles and other fun stuff with your photos.

4. Allow each club member to write their favorite things about the club on poster board.

5. Set up recruitment times for classrooms in your school.

6. Allow club members to tell their peers about the club and why they enjoyed being a part of it.

7. Hang posters in hallways and place the photo album in a central location where other students may look through it.

Options:

· Hold a recruitment meeting for all students wanting to join the club the following year.  Create information packets for all interested to take home and show their families and friends.

· Show the whole school!  Ask to be part of the end of the year assembly and tell everyone about the great things accomplished by the club.  Have club members hand out information packets while students are returning to their classrooms.  

· Utilize students with computer savvy.  Let them create a power point and run it during lunches or assembly.

· Take advantage of announcements.  Have club members create a skit and read it over announcements.

· Bring in a few older students involved with the Red Cross.  Let them go to classrooms with your club members to share their experiences in the Red Cross.

· Hold an “Invite your friends” meeting.  Allow club members to bring along one or two friends to a meeting.  Make sure to have enough activities to keep everyone involved and space to allow them room to work.  May not be a good idea for a club with 20 members or more.

More fundraising ideas!

· Jellybean jar:  Charge for each chance to guess the number of jellybeans in the jar.  The winner gets the jellybeans!  This can be done with many different types of candy.

· Grocery helpers:  Club members assist at a local grocery store for the day bagging groceries and helping customers to their cars for a donation.  

· Raffles, raffles, raffles:  You can raffle anything and everything.  Just use your imagination.

· Auction:  Hold an old-fashioned auction with donated items or go high tech and hold an online auction.

· Carnival or Bizarre:  Hold a carnival for the students or create a total family atmosphere by adding games for adults as well.

· Fundraising dinner:  Charge a fee for a great dinner prepared and served by club members.  Go for traditional pasta or show off the diversity of your club and serve one dish from each nationality represented in the club.  

· Have a fast:  Club members get pledges and then fast from TV, video games, eating sweets, etc. for a week or so.

· Bingo:  Host a bingo night at a local hall, church or your school.

· Game tournament:  Chess, checkers, Trivial Pursuit, Monopoly, war…any kind of card or board game can be turned into a tournament.  

· Anything-a-thon:  Bowl-a-thon, walk-a-thon, bike-a-thon, skip-a-thon, dance-a-thon, swim-a-thon, jump-a-thon, etc.:  Think up things that the students can do and collect pledges for time or repetitions completed.

· Petting zoo:  Ask local farmers to bring in their friendliest animals for a day at the school.

· Balloon pop:  Place slips of paper in balloons, some with prizes written on them, others with safety messages.  Blow up the balloons and sell them to be popped.  Hold a prize for picking up the most broken balloons as well.

· Scavenger hunt:  Participants pay a fee to receive the list.  Make it a school project or a community wide project.

· Caroling:  Go door-to-door singing holiday songs for donations.

· Make candles:  Instead of ordering pre-made candles, have students create and sell their own.

· Miniature golf:  Set up a course on school grounds and students pay to play during lunch or recess.  Have prizes available for different categories.

· Pumpkin-decorating contest:  Hold a contest between students, classes or grade levels around Halloween.

· Pet show:  Participants bring in their dogs, cats, birds, lizards, etc. to compete. Charge admission for participants as well as onlookers and give prizes to participants.  Get inventive with prize categories…best looking dog is ok, but scariest looking lizard and least obedient dog are great too.

· Eating competition:  Participants collect pledges and eat away.  Hot dogs, pie, pizza, ice cream, pudding, or spinach…the options are endless. 

· Crazy clothing day:  Students and faculty come dressed in their ugliest tie, silliest hat, baggiest pants, most colorful shirt, etc. and compete for prizes.  Fundraise by charging contestants and/or voters.

· Sit in:  Students get pledges to sit in a pool of something icky.  Use pudding, Jell-O, baked beans, applesauce, etc. to make it a sticky and fun situation.

· Sales and stands:  Lemonade stands, school supply stand, bake sale, etc.:  Anything the students can make and sell on their own is profitable.  

· Year-long plan:  Hold a different fundraiser to go along with each month:

· September:  Back to School dance, school supply sale.

· October:  Halloween dance, orange carnation sale, pumpkin sale.

· November:  Thanksgiving dinner, turkey raffle, cornucopia sale.

· December:  Christmas ornament sales, gift-wrapping service, Holiday dance.

· January:  New Year’s party, snow art contest.

· February:  Valentine’s Day dance, carnation sale or hand-made valentines.

· March:  St. Patrick’s Day party, green carnation sale.

· April:  Spring car wash, spring flower/seed sale.

· May:  Mother’s Day flower, card or gift sale.

· June:  Father’s Day tie, card or gift sale, end of school pool party.

Are you into more traditional sales?  Here are a few fundraising websites:

· http://www.fundraising-ideas.org/index.html
· http://www.fundraisingweb.org/
· http://www.wowfundraising.com/
· http://www.fundraising.com/default_cat.asp
· http://www.fundraising-yellow-pages.com/
PAGE  
26
Written, compiled and edited by Stephanie Swenszkowski

